Sunday 7th January, 2024 11.00 am
First Sunday after Epiphany
Minister: Rev. Ian Taylor, A.C.I.B.S.,B.D., Th.M., Dip. P.S.R.P.
Assistant Minister: Mrs. Julie Hearty, B.D.
Musical Director: Mr. Alan A. Craig. B.Mus., P.6.C.E.

Welcome & Intimations

Call to Worship

Hymn 323 The First Nowell

The first Nowell the angel did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay:
In fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep

On a cold winter's night that was so deep:

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star,

Shining in the east, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night:
Chorus

And by the light of that same star,
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,

And to follow the star wherever it went:
Chorus

This star drew nigh to the north-west,
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest,
And there it did both stop and stay

Right over the place where Jesus lay.
Chorus

Then entered in those wise men three,
Full reverently upon their knee,

And offered there in his presence
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense:
Chorus

Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord,

That hath made heaven and earth of nought,
And with his blood mankind hath bought:

Chorus
Christmas Carols Ancient and Modern (1833 Sandy's)

Call to Prayer

Prayer of Approach and Confession
Children's Address

Hymn This little light of mine

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

1. Light that shines is the light of love,
Hides the darkness from above,

Shines on me and it shines on you,

Shows you what the power of love can do.
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Shine my light both bright and clear,
Shine my light both far and near,

In every dark corner that I find,
Let my little light shine.

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

2. Monday gave me the gift of love,
Tuesday peace came from above,
Wednesday told me to have more faith,
Thursday gave me a little more grace,
Friday told me to watch and pray,
Saturday told me just what to say,
Sunday gave me the power divine

To let my little light shine.

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
Written by: Bob Gibson Lyrics © Wixen Music Publishing

Isaiah 60:1-6
Matthew 2:1-12

Hymn 305 In the bleak midwinter

1. In the bleak midwinter

frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron,
water like a stone:

snow had fallen,

SNOW oh Snow, Snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter,

long ago.

. Our God, heaven cannot hold him,

nor earth sustain;

heaven and earth shall flee away
when he comes to reign:

in the bleak midwinter

a stable place sufficed

the Lord God Almighty,

Jesus Christ.

Enough for him whom cherubim

worship night and day,

a breastful of milk

and a mangerful of hay:
enough for him

whom angels fall down before,
the ox and ass and camel
which adore.

Angels and archangels
may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim
thronged the air,
but only his mother,
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in her maiden bliss,
worshiped the Beloved
with a kiss.

5. What can I give him,
poor as I am?
If T were a shepherd,
T would bring a lamb,
if T were a wise man
I would do my part,
yet what I can I give him,

give my heart.
Church Hymnary (4th ed.) (2005)

Sermon
The Offering (& Sung Doxology: Hymn 807)
Prayer of Intercession & The Lord's Prayer

Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever. Amen.

Hymn 448 Lord, the light of your love is shining

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light

. Lord, I come to your awesome presence

From the shadows into your radiance

By the blood I may enter your brightness
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness
Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light

. As we gaze on your kingly brightness

So our faces display your likeness

Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Shine on me, shine on me



Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be

Lord, and let there be light

Author Graham Hendrick (@ Make way music)

Benediction

Choral Amen (3-fold)



