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The Sunday before Epiphany
Minister: Rev. Ian Taylor, A.C.I.B.S., B.D.,Th.M.,Dip. P.S.R.P.
Musical Director: Mr. Alan Craig. B.Mus., P.6.C.E.

Members of the congregation who are able to stand are invited to do
so as the Bible is brought in and taken out of the Church.

Intimations
Introit

Call fo Worship

Hymn 726 When we are living, we are in the Lord,

1 When we are living, we are in the Lord,
and when we're dying, we are in the Lord;
for in our living and in our dying
we belong to God, we belong to God.

2 Each day allows us to decide for good,
loving and serving as we know we should;
in thankful giving, in hopeful living,
we belong to God, we belong to God.

3 Sometimes we sorrow, other times we embrace,
sometimes we question everything we face;
yet in our yearning is deeper learning:
we belong to God, we belong to God.

4 Till earth is over may we always know
love never fails us; God has made it so.

Hard times will prove us, never remove us;
we belong to God, we belong to God.

Licence No. 21143 Copied from HymnQuest: Copyright Licence Users' Edition HymnQuest ID: 78837

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Approach and Confession
Children's Address

Hymn 448 Lord, the light of Your love is shining,

1 Lord, the light of Your love is shining,
in the midst of the darkness, shining:
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;
set us free by the truth You now bring us -
shine on me, shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine,
fill this land with the Father's glory;

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow,
flood the nations with grace and mercy;
send forth Your word,
Lord, and let there be light!

2 Lord, | come to Your awesome presence,
from the shadows into Your radiance;
by the blood | may enter Your brightness:
search me, try me, consume all my darkness -
shine on me, shine on me.
Chorus

3 As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
so our faces display Your likeness,
ever changing from glory to glory:
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story -
shine on me, shine on me.
Chorus
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Jeremiah, Chapter 31, verses 7-14

For thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
‘Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.’
&See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labour, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
® With weeping they shall come,
and with consolationse | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
19 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, 'He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.'
" For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.

*Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
1 will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

St. John, Chapter 1, verses 10-18

' He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. ' He came to what was his own,= and his own
people did not accept him. ?But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, " who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

4 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son,s full of grace and truth. ' (John
testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom | said, “He who comes
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.”) '® From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. ' The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. " No one has
ever seen God. It is God the only Son,s who is close to the Father's

heart,© who has made him known.

Hymn 467 All my days, I will sing this song of gladness

1 All my days I will sing this song of gladness,
give my praise to the fountain of delights;
for in my helplessness You heard my cry,

and waves of mercy poured down on my life.

2 I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer,
I will sing of the blood that never fails,

of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed,
of death defeated and life without end.
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Beautiful Saviour, Wonderful Counsellor,
clothed in majesty, Lord of history,
You're the Way, the Truth, the Life.

Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness,

You're the Risen One, heaven's Champion,
and You reign,You reign over all!

3 I long to be where the praise is never-ending,
yearn to dwell where the glory never fades,
where countless worshippers will share one song,
and cries of ‘'worthy' will honour the Lamb!
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Sermon
The Offering (& Sung Doxology: Hymn 807)
Prayers of Intercession and the Lord's Prayer

Hymn 159 Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,

1 Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided,
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

2 Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us,
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise.

3 Lord, for our land, in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care;
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

4 Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain;
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him,
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

5 Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne;
past put behind us, for the future take us,
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.
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Benediction
Choral Amen



