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FROM THE MINISTER:  

 

Well, we are here again at the start of another New Year. I hope you have had a 

Happy Christmas and I wish you all a good New Year. Over the festive period I 

watched a TV programme about Rikki Fulton, the Scottish comedian and actor who 

portrayed the fictional Kirk Minister, Rev. I. M. Jolly. 

Many was the Hogmanay evening that I watched “Scotch and Wry”. Rev. I.M. Jolly 

often in the Hogmanay special reflects upon the fading year and anticipates the 

coming year. This was always delivered in a deadpan fashion with a tongue lodged 

firmly in his cheek. 

At the beginning of this year, I have found myself reflecting on the past year, and 

wondering what this year will hold for us as a people of faith? What pictures 

spring to my mind when I think of the relationship we enjoy with God?  How can we 

deepen and strengthen that relationship? Sometimes the picture of our lives as 

experienced in reality and how they are portrayed afterwards are not always 

clearly mirrored. How do we understand and deepen those pictures within the 

framework of our relationship with God? What do we picture our life’s story with 

God to be like? 

Amy Carmichael reflecting on her experiences of living a life of faith pictures a 

story of the Prodigal Son returning to his Father, ‘The thoughts of the son went 

like this:” My hopes painted beautiful pictures, but they are fading one by one.” His 

Father said:” Destroy all those pictures. To watch them slowly fading is weakening 

to the soul. Dare then to destroy them. You can if you will. I will give you other 

pictures instead of those your hopes painted.” ‘ 

In this New Year it occurs to me that God doesn’t see us the way we do either; we 

look all the while into a distorted mirror that distorts some features and makes 

other disappear. God sees a true picture of us with all our faults and limitations, 

but more than this He sees a picture of all the possibilities and potential we hold. 

“Just let Me get my hands on this one,” He thinks, “and then just wait and see 

what the finished picture will be.” 
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Sometimes God gives us glimpses of a picture to encourage us and spur us on. For 

us it can be a long process, but in the end it is all about becoming God’s picture of 

us. Picture that. Picture this. The prophet Isaiah (43:1, 7) pictures it quite 

eloquently, in his words,  

 

“Have no fear, for I have redeemed you; 

I call you by name; you are mine... 

You are more precious to me...” 

 

Rev. Ian Taylor. 

 

Sunday Worship online 

As many of you will be aware we live stream our weekly Sunday Services. These 

Services   remain ‘live’ for a week and are then replaced the following week 

because of music copyright issues. Regularly we have a core of people who join us 

whilst the remainder of the congregation is in the sanctuary itself. We are glad of 

this especially as it can mean that when the weather is particularly inclement 

members and others can join us safely without venturing out, and this can influence 

the numbers ‘worshipping remotely.” A recent frosty day showed 47 homes joining 

us due to the weather, and there are others who will watch 

later in the following week. All are welcome, but if you are 

able, we would love to see you in the flesh! We have recently 

added a facility to the live stream to provide people with an 

opportunity to donate whilst sitting in their homes by using 

the QR code below, as the offering is uplifted in the Church 

live. 
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QR Code 

For anyone wishing to donate to our Church you can 

now do that via your mobile/tablet by scanning the QR 

code below which will take you through a PAYAZ menu 

to gift money to the Church including the possibility 

for your donation to attract gift aid if you are a UK 

taxpayer. Try it and see if you are able, it is quick, 

easy and painless! We will also make this code available 

in due course on the church pews. 

 

 

LOOKING BACK 

 

 

 

Rev. Edson Duque de Castro was inducted as 

Minister of Hillside Parish Church (1-3 Hilton 

Drive, Aberdeen, AB24 4NQ). The Service of 

Induction on Thursday 12th. December, 2024 

was a very happy occasion with a number of 

people travelling to the Service from 

congregations Edson has served in our Presbytery 

including our own. “Three Amigos” were captured 

after the Service at the social. 
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Funerals 

 

God of grace and peace, in your Son Jesus Christ, you have given us new birth into 

a living hope. Strengthen us now to live in the power of the resurrection and keep 

us united with our loved one from whom in death we are not divided. For you live 

and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

On Sunday 01/12/24 we celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

 

Harrison Duncan BROWN was baptised (pictured below) along with his parents 

Lauren and Robert. 

 

 

 
 

 

Tuesday 26th. November, 2024             Mr. Stephen Handley, Woodhill Road 

Friday 13th. December, 2024 Mrs. Kathleen Robertson, Birdston Care 

Home (formerly Pollock Drive) 

Monday 23rd December, 2024 Mr. William (Bill) C. Martin, Kenmure Avenue 

Tuesday 14th. January, 2025 Mrs. Helen W. Weir, Thrums Avenue 
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On Sunday 8th.  December 2024 we were grateful to receive your Jars of 

Grace (and donations) for our Annual Appeal for UNICEF resulting in 

£788.08(including Gift Aid) being raised for UNICEF. 

 

 

 

 

On that annual GIFT SUNDAY, we also received your donations of Tesco Gift 

Cards £205 and cash donations £470, which were split between the local East 

Dunbartonshire Foodbank at Auchinairn Free Church and St. Rollox Church for 

their work with asylum seekers. 

 

 
 

Additionally, £309.76 was received from the Christmas Eve Service Retiring 

Collection in aid of the Lodging House Mission. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A HUGE THANKYOU TO YOU ALL FOR YOUR EXCEPTIONAL GENEROSITY. 
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Vestry Hour 

Should anyone wish to see the Minister, Ian will be available most Wednesday 

mornings from 10- 11 am (unless otherwise intimated on our website or Social 

media).  Should you wish to see Ian at another time, please contact him on 0141 

772 1540( minister@springfieldcambridge.org.uk). 

 

 
 

 

Mid -Week Services – Cambridge Chapel 11.10 am. 
 

The Wednesday morning Service will be held in the 

Cambridge Chapel. The Cambridge Chapel will also be open 

Monday – Friday from 10 am - 12 noon for anyone who 

wishes to find a quiet place to read the Bible, pray or 

reflect during the course of the week.  
 

On Sunday 2nd. February, 2025 the Sacrament of Holy Communion will be 

celebrated at 11am. Please remember to bring your card invitation to Communion with 

you, if you have received one. If you did not receive one or have forgotten it on the 

day, please just give your details to the duty team member as you come into the Hall 

of Fellowship. There will be a Retiring Collection in aid of the Kirk Session Benevolent 

Fund. 

     

 

The Trustees will meet on Sunday 23rd. February 2025 after Morning Worship to 

receive and hopefully approve the Annual Accounts for 2024. 

 

mailto:minister@springfieldcambridge.org.uk
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Lodging House Mission Christmas Cards 

 

   

The team would like to thank the members of the Congregation 

who purchased Christmas cards this year. We raised a total of 

£641 with a further £25 in donations. 

This amount has been handed in and gratefully received by the 

Lodging House Mission. 

Thanks to all" 

  

Helen McLelland    

 

65th Company Girls’ Brigade 

 

Happy New Year to you all from the girls and leaders. 

 

As planned, all members of the Company enjoyed our pantomime 

visit in December followed by Christmas holidays. 

 

GB started back on Tuesday, 6th January and we were delighted to see so many 

girls back for another busy session. 

 

 

Fiona Smillie, 

Leader 

 

 

268th Glasgow Boys’ Brigade 

 

Anchor Boys 

 

 

Happy New Year to all our friends and supporters of the Anchor Boys. 

 

We finished our session for 2024 with our Christmas party on the 6th December. 

The boys took part in lots of traditional party games including pass the parcel, 

musical statues and musical chairs. We also played sides and dodgeball as well. The 
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boys all enjoyed some drinks and crisps. The boys also had a visit from Santa who 

took time out of his busy schedule to bring the boys some gifts. Santa even had 

some time for a bit of Q & A session with the boys. 

 

We were due to take some boys to Glasgow Battalions Panto at Clincerthill Church 

on Saturday the 7th Dec. Unfortunately, this was cancelled due to the illness within 

the production company. Earlier that day though we joined our Junior and Company 

section boys who were in Morrisons bucket shaking for the company funds. Thanks 

to everyone who contributed. 

 

This year looks like a busy one...as usual. The boys are continuing to work towards 

earning their achievement badges and our group competition is ongoing. 

 

We have our big family quiz night 2025 on Friday the 7th Feb which will be in aid of 

our funds. A table costs £20 for a maximum of 10 people. Tea and coffee is 

included. The prize for the winning team is a family hamper. If you would like to 

book a table, then please email me at anchorboys268@aol.com. 

 

We also have a visit from Cool Creatures scheduled for Friday the 14th February. 

The boys will be getting up close and personal with 5 animals which will be coming 

along. The boys will get a chance to handle them as well as learning a bit more 

about them. 

 

 
 

Alan Kerr 

Officer in Charge 

email: anchorboys268@aol.com 

 

 

mailto:anchorboys268@aol.com
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Junior Section 

The Boys had a very successful day at Morrisons in December with a bucket 

collection. They raised nearly £300 and were 

complimented a lot!! The officers were very 

proud and the boys were a credit to themselves 

and their parents. 

The Boys enjoyed their Christmas party in 

December - lots of games, crafts and food. 

We have now started back for a new session and 

will be having lots of fun with a varied programme of activities.  

Mary Armour, Acting Office in Charge  

 

Fundraising Group 

 
  

ADVENT HAMPER WINNER 

Throughout the month of November, the group offered 

the congregation the opportunity to win our Advent 

Hamper. The winning ticket was drawn on 1st December 

and Irene Harley was the lucky recipient. Irene received 

a hamper packed with 25 gifts (one to open each day of 

Advent and one for Christmas Day). The group are 

delighted to announce that the hamper raised £184 for 

Church funds. 

 

 

FUNDRAISING EVENT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

 

Friday 11 April 2025 - Quiz and Fish Supper Night 

Saturday 7 June 2025 – Afternoon Tea 

 

Joyce Gray on Behalf of the Fundraising Group 
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SPRINGFIELD CAMBRIDGE FESTIVAL CHORUS & ORCHESTRA  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 

The total received so far in the bucket collection after our 2024 Christmas Concert 

is just under £10,000. Gift aid and envelopes received after Christmas have still to 

be added. 

This is a phenomenal amount and our thanks go to all who supported us once again 

and gave so generously to Children’s Hospices Across Scotland (CHAS). 

A cheque representing the total amount raised will be presented to Benjamin Morgan 

of CHAS at our dinner in the Eagle Lodge on Wednesday 05 February. 

 

 

Sheila Dunbar,  

Secretary. 
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The Guild 

We had a super Musical Afternoon on December 2nd with Steven Clark from our 

Praise Team and our session concluded with our Christmas Lunch on 16th December 

in Cadder Freestone Social Club which the ladies appear to be enjoying. 

 

 

Our meetings restarted on 13th January 2025 and on 10th February we have a speaker 

from the Project we are supporting this year, Crossreach - Daisy Chain supporting 

underprivileged children in Glasgow, followed by Dr Glenda White on 24th February 
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with her talk on ‘The boat now arriving’.  Glenda visited us last year and the ladies 

enjoyed her talk which was about the origin of some of our favourite hymns which 

we then joined in to sing.  It was very well received. 

As always all are welcome to join us at any meeting which you may find of interest.  

 

Joyce Macmillan 

Convenor. 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the month of December, the congregation donated a total of more than 70kg 

of food plus £135 in Tesco vouchers and a cheque for £235 from our gift service. 

This was gratefully received by the Food bank organisers and shows in a tangible 

way our support for and outreach to the community in which we live.  Several 

people in our community with very little would have been happy to have received 

their Christmas food parcels. The total amount of food donated by the Guild and 

the congregation over the last year weighed 948kg. We thank all of you who 

support this initiative.  

Thank you 

Joyce & Joan 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
 

 

This being the first magazine of 2025 I would like to take this opportunity to wish 

you all a very Happy New Year and please accept my sincere thanks for all your 

offerings and financial contributions during 2024. I realise that times continue to 

be very difficult for a lot of people and to this end I can assure that that your 

offerings are very much appreciated. 
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I have attached a sheet showing the summary Unaudited General Fund figures for 

the past year that detail a deficit of £4,525 for 2024 which is very much better 

than the budgeted figure at the start of 2024. Thank you to everyone who has 

reviewed their offerings recently and also to a number of members who have been 

able to move over to Gift Aid which means that they can give tax efficiently. 

Offerings have held up remarkably well during the last year with Gift Aid offerings 

remaining our biggest source of income and despite many members dropping out of 

the Gift Aid bracket we managed to almost retain the same level of income through 

the new givers and also existing givers increasing their contributions.  

 

Our Income from Outside Agencies remain strong and this is key in being able to 

meet the day-to-day running costs of the church buildings. I would also like to 

place on record my thanks yet again to The Guild, 268th Glasgow Boys’ Brigade 

Company, and Badminton Club for their donations to Church funds during the year.  

Your continuing financial support is much appreciated whilst at the same time 

trying to juggle your own finances. 

 

Regarding expenditure, we have met our Giving to Grow payment of £72,512 for 

the year along with our Presbytery Dues of £7,876. Early in 2024 we repaid the 

remainder of the loan with the General Trustees that we took out in 2021 (for 

£30,000) for the new heating/boiler system.  

 

Whilst 2024 has ended on a reasonably positive note for Springfield Cambridge 

our biggest challenge still centres around Energy Costs for Gas and Electricity. 

The good news is that from April 2024 we are now in new fixed price contracts for 

the next 3 years under the Church of Scotland Energy Agreement with both Gas 

and Electricity being provided by EON Next. Having the certainty of Fixed Price 

contracts will help us in both the short /medium term when planning what other 

Fabric projects we can undertake. Both the Church of Scotland and Glasgow 

Presbytery are very aware of the situation and are very supportive. 

 

Thank you once again for your continuing financial support and Best Wishes for 

2025. 
 

 

Jim Kerr, Treasurer. 
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£ £ £ £

GENERAL FUND INCOME

Offerings

WFO Scheme (non Gift Aid) 10,947       12,497       

Gift Aid Donations 81,441       79,988       

Tax Recovered on Gift Aid Donations 19,535       13,332       

Open Plate 7,261          6,912          

119,184    112,729

Other Ordinary General Income 22,474       22,768

(Including Church Org and Outside Agencies)

Extraordinary General Income nil nil

Total Ordinary General Income 141,658    135,497

Total General Fund Expenditure (see below) 146,183    135,889

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (4,525)                      (392)

General Fund Balance as at 1st January 2,655         3,047

Transfers to/from Other Funds during year -593 -392

GENERAL FUND BALANCE AS AT 31 DEC 2,463-         2,655

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURE

Giving to Grow/ Presbytery Dues 80,388 73,665

Local Staffing Costs 43,991       39,513

Buildings Costs 18,806 19,947

Other Local Costs 2,992 2,764

TOTAL 146,177 135,889

BREAKDOWN OF FUNDS

General Fund 2,463-         2,655

Fabric Fund 45,725 44,980

Boiler/Heating System Fund nil (4,000)

Development Fund 8,436 8,436

Manse Fund 4,817 4,224           

Organ Fund 932 932

Book of Remembrance Fund 70 70

General Trustee Loan Fund nil 4,000

Bequest Fund 680 680

58,197 61,977

Springfield Cambridge Church (Scottish Charity Number SC005642)

2024 2023

Unudited General Account figures for the year ended 31st December 2024
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FUTURE MAGAZINE DEADLINE DATES 

Edition COPY   DATE     PUBLICATION 

DATE     

HOLY COMMUNION 

March 2025 2/3/25 16/3/25 Palm Sunday 13/4/25 

Easter Sunday 20/4/25 

June 2025 11/5/25 25/5/25 1/6/25 

September 2025 17/8/25 31/8/25 5/10/25 

December 2025 16/11/25 30/11/25 1/2/26 
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