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FROM THE MINISTER:  

 

The countdown to Easter will have begun by the time you are reading this magazine. 

We will have moved from the season of Epiphany into Lent, in preparation for Holy 

Week and the joy of our Easter celebrations. Our days will have more light, and our 

nights will have less darkness as we move towards British Summer Time (the clocks 

go forward on March 30th.) Around the Church grounds, buds are beginning to 

emerge from the cold dark earth readying themselves to burst into bloom. As I 

survey the wider world around me just now, with all of its depressing news on the 

global political stage, these things make me smile and be a little more hopeful. I 

recall a line from the poet, Emily Dickinson, “Hope is the thing with feathers.” 

 

 

Sometimes we must look hard to find hope amid the turmoil of life. And sometimes 

we even find hope in the most surprising of places. On a grey bleak February mid-

morning I had parked my car at Jonathan Harvey, Funeral Directors car park on 

Kenmure Avenue. As I was getting ready to get out of my nice warm car into the 

cold and damp, I happened to notice that over the fence behind the old police houses 

someone had hung out their washing. Now, there was no sun to speak of that morning. 

There was no wind either. How on earth would the washing dry, I thought to myself, 

and I began to laugh? It seemed a perfect example of Scottish optimism in the face 

of our weather and I carried that hope with me for the rest of the day. As we 

approach another Lent and Easter we remember that whilst we have a difficult 

journey ahead of us, there is a brighter and better future ahead of us. Whatever 

the landscape and our emotions may try and tells us, as Christians we have something 

else much more promising before us. As an old soldier and veteran of WW 2 once 

told me, “It is better to live in hope than to die in despair.” 
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Or as St. Paul puts it so aptly,  

 

“We wish you not to remain in ignorance, friends,  

about those who sleep in death;  

you should not grieve like the rest of mankind,  

who have no hope.  

We believe that Jesus died and rose again;  

so too will God  

bring those who died as Christians  

to be with Jesus.  

Console one another, then, with these words. “  1 Thessalonians 4: 13 - 14, 18  

 

Rev. Ian Taylor. 

 

CHURCH LIBRARY 

Sheila Bryce, our church librarian, has been busy over recent months running pop-

up-book sales, categorising the library stock and creating a wider archive of our 

Church life.  As part of this, I volunteered to write a book review: 

 

Bridge of Clay (2016) by Markus Zusak. The Australian author is perhaps better 

known for another of his novel’s, The Book Thief, (2005) which was later turned into 

a film. In this novel we have a story of 5 brothers, a mother and a father and the 

intersections between them all. If The Book Thief was about death, then Bridge of 

Clay is all about life. Along the way you will learn about engineering and bridge 

building throughout the years, and of ordinary people who are dealing with the 

challenging journeys of life and the changes we all experience in life. For me this 

was a great book which was ultimately about redemption, a theme we see evidenced 

in the cross of Christ, who was the ultimate bridge builder between humankind and 
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God. The novel hones in on two eternal questions: where are you going, and who will 

you be, when you get there? 

  

I have a copy I am happy to lend, if anyone wants to borrow it! 

  

Rev Ian Taylor. 

 

LOOKING BACK 

 

Funerals 

 

God of grace and peace, in your Son Jesus Christ, you have given us new birth into 

a living hope. Strengthen us now to live in the power of the resurrection and keep 

us united with our loved one from whom in death we are not divided. For you live 

and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Monday 3rd. February, 2025            Mrs. Elizabeth M. Allison, Birdston Care Home 

(formerly Duncryne Place) 

Friday 7th. February, 2025 Mr. Neil Henderson, Lee Crescent  

Friday 14th. February, 2025 Mrs. Annie (Anne) H. Stewart, Abbotsford 

House (formerly The Leys) 

Friday 14th. February, 2025 

Friday 21st. February, 2025 

Mr. Peter B. Neill, Hilton Park 

Mr. William (Bill) Thomson, Glengavel Crescent 
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Springfield Cambridge Festival Chorus & Orchestra (BCT) 23/12/24 Rejoice 

and Sing - Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 

A letter has been received from the Churches Coordinator to 

advise us that the concert last year raised £36,218 taking 

the total since the concerts began in 2002 to £502,021 

raised for CHAS. The Chorus wish to express their thanks 

for your continuing very generous support. 

 

On Sunday 23/02/25 we admitted another Elder to the Kirk Session, William 

(Bill) M. McLean. Bill brings to our Kirk Session experience as an Elder in Gairbraid 

Parish Church. Originally Bill would have joined the Kirk Session with the other new 

Elders on 17/11/24 but was unable to do so as he was unwell in hospital. Thankfully 

recovered now, Bill has written this personal introduction for the congregation: 

 

 

 

 

Hello, my name is Bill McLean and I am a retired shipbuilder. I first joined 

Springfield Church back in 1969 when I moved from Glasgow to Bishopbriggs. I lived 

in the new estate opposite the then, Springfield Church.  

I subsequently moved to Gairbraid Parish Church but I'm now delighted to return 

to Springfield Cambridge Church and I look forward to serving all as an Elder. 
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I am married to Ann Marie and I have a son and daughter who are both married and 

live in Bishopbriggs. I am also the proud Grandpa to four boys. 

 

Along with his fellow ‘new Elders’ who were ordained and admitted on 17/11/24, Bill 

is pictured below: 

 

 

 

Pictured above (left to right):Jim Smellie, Fiona Smellie, Rev. Ian Taylor, Bill 

McLean, Hazel Wilson, Eric Cumming, Catherine Whitley. 

                 

Vestry Hour 

Should anyone wish to see the Minister, Ian will be available most Wednesday 

mornings from 10- 11 am (unless otherwise intimated on our website or Social 

media).  Should you wish to see Ian at another time, please contact him on 0141 

772 1540( minister@springfieldcambridge.org.uk).  

 

 

 

 

mailto:minister@springfieldcambridge.org.uk
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Mid -Week Services – Cambridge Chapel 11.10 am. 

 

The Wednesday morning Service will be held in the 

Cambridge Chapel. The Cambridge Chapel will also be open 

Monday – Friday from 10 am - 12 noon for anyone who 

wishes to find a quiet place to read the Bible, pray or 

reflect during the course of the week.  

 

 

News from Bishopbriggs Community Council about Earth Hour: 

 

 

 

Bishopbriggs Community Council will celebrate World Earth Hour on Saturday 22nd 

March between 8.30 and 9.30 pm, when we will join with people from across the 

globe in switching off lights and appliances.    

 

and further news about Earth Hour from Cadder Church: 

 

On Saturday 22nd March, Cadder Parish Church will be holding an Earth Hour 

Service at the Church from 8.00 p.m. and 9.00 p.m. We ask people to switch 

off all energy consumption in their own house and walk down to the Church or park 

at the North Hall and come down to join us if they can, suitably clothed and 

bringing a torch. Join us starting at the canal for a very moving and atmospheric 

experience. For those who can’t come along, please try and observe Earth Hour at 

home by switching off all electric and gas appliances and creating your own Net 

Zero zone for an hour. 
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On Sunday 23rd. March, 2025 we will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, 

when Finn David BAIRD , son of Iain and Michelle BAIRD, younger brother to 

Zara, and grandson of David and Marion RAE will be baptised. 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 30th.  March, 2025 is Mother’s Day, and British Summer time begins (the 

clocks will have gone forward by one hour) and we will Commission a new officer 

into the 65th. Glasgow Company of the Girls’ Brigade, Catherine Smillie. 

 

   
 

 

The Stated Annual Meeting of the congregation will be held in the church after 

Morning Worship on Sunday 30th. March, 2025.Changes which were introduced 

by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) mean that at this meeting 

the 2024 Annual accounts will be received by the congregation. The Trustees have 

previously met to approve these accounts as required by OSCR on Sunday 23rd. 

February, 2025. 
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The Lodging House Mission 

are once again inviting the congregation to donate Easter 

eggs, which can be left in the Hall of Fellowship between Ash 

Wednesday (March 5th.)  - Palm Sunday (April 13th.)  or taken 

directly to the LHM as below: 
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2025 HOLY WEEK and Easter Services 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 13th. April 7pm Springfield Cambridge Church 

Monday 14th. April 7pm Cadder Church 

Tuesday 15th. April 7pm Kenmure Church 

Wednesday 16th. April 7pm St. Matthew’s Church 

Thursday 17th. April 7pm St. James the Less (including Holy 

Communion) 

Good Friday 18th. April 7pm Woodhill Evangelical Church 

 

 

 

 

On Easter Sunday, 20th. April, 2025 our Service will include the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion. 
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BISHOPBRIGGS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BISHOPBRIGGS COMMUNITY DAY 

SATURDAY 17TH MAY 2025 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

***************************************************** 

 

Christian Aid Week runs this year from 11th. – 17th. May, 2025. Further 

information will follow about forthcoming events. 

 

 
 

                    *************************************************** 
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65th Company Girls’ Brigade 

 

We have had a busy few Tuesday nights. All sections 

celebrated Burns Night at the end of January with Irn Bru 

and Scottish nibbles. The Brigaders wrote Scottish poems and 

the Juniors and Explorers practised Scottish country dancing 

and had a quiz. 

 

We had another visit, and an address, from our Minister that the girls really 

enjoyed.  

 

The Brigaders have been baking - including Malteser cheesecake! They have been 

studying inspiring women in the Bible and started a prayer board. They made 

decoupage shell trinket dishes with Nicole from Auchinairn Community Crafts. 

 

The Juniors and Explorers had a second visit to the church library. Thanks to 

Sheila, Church Librarian, for taking the time to organise and attend this - the girls 

loved it! 

 

One of our Church Elders, Wendy, came to visit this week. The Juniors were 

planting mint seeds as part of their badgework about growing things. They taught 

Wendy how to play monkey-ball! 

 

We are now hoping to enter teams in the Girls’ Brigade Glasgow annual collage 

competitions in March and also planning items for our Display in May.  
 

 

Fiona Smillie, 

Leader. 
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 15 

 

 

 

268th Glasgow Boys’ Brigade 

 

 

 

Junior Section 

The Boys in the Junior Section have completed their first 90th anniversary 

challenge. They have collected 90 tins/jars of food which has been given to the 

church for forwarding on to the foodbank. Our next challenge is to plant 90 

summer bulbs for the church. We are also having a sponsored 90 minute games 

night.  

The Boys are also practising every week games for the International Team games. 

We had a visit from our Elders, Wendy and David and we hope they enjoyed their 

visit. 

At the end of March the whole company will be getting together for a 90th 

'party'. We are all looking forward to this event.  

 

 

 

Mary Armour, 

Acting Office in Charge. 
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The Guild 

 

 

We had a very enjoyable talk from Dr Glenda White on 24th 

February where she took us on a trip around the Scottish coast visiting some places 

hymn tunes were named after, from Garelochside in Argyll to Crimond in 

Aberdeenshire by way of the Isle of Lismore, the Isle of Iona, the Isle of Skye, 

Eriskay and Dundee.  She told us about the writers of the hymns and some of them 

were very prolific with a huge number of tunes in CH4 such as Shirley Erena Murray 

and John Bell.  This was an interesting and informative talk where we enjoyed 

hearing about the hymn origins and then joining in singing them. 

Our Hostess Tea is on Monday 24th March at 2.30pm when we will be entertained by 

our own Euan Russell.  Please note the later start time. 

The session concludes with our AGM on Monday 7th April.  We have an outing to Largs 

arranged on Saturday 10th May.  The bus will leave at 10.30am from the church car 

park with a late lunch in Nardinis returning at approx.5.30pm. 

 

Joyce Macmillan, 

Convener. 

 

Church Wall Hangings 

 

As part of The Guild’s preparation for creating a time capsule to celebrate their 

95th Anniversary,  it has been decided to include some information about the wall 

hangings in the church. As a founding member of the group which led to the creation 

of the wall hangings, Anne Harvey has written an interesting and informative article 

about their origins. Joyce Macmillan has provided recent photographs.  
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The Wall Hangings – How they came about 

 

 

In late autumn 1990, the then assistant minister Helen Hamilton talked to Audrey Minto, as a member 

of the Embroiderers Guild, with a view to creating some wall hangings for the church.  Audrey in turn 

spoke to Anne Harvey who had previously made some banners for the Sunday School and who also 

had an interest in sewing. 

Guild members, Sunday School Teachers and other church members were told of the project and 

some initial ideas and those interested were invited to come along, thus forming the initial group. The 

group met a few times over the next few weeks with each meeting including a time of reading the 

Gospels, discussing the content of each and praying about the main topics involved. 

A Prayer Book was kept, where group members took turns to compose and read a prayer during our 

weekly meeting.  Prayers at the time covered the Gulf War, Christian Aid, the release of John 

McCarthy and prayers for areas of the world troubled by drought, famine and war.  We also prayed for 

members of our congregation. 

Approval from the Kirk Session was required to allow the project to go ahead in an official capacity, so 

Anne Harvey approached Andrew Strang (an elder and also a known artist) to enlist his assistance in 

compiling a draft version of one of the wall hangings – Matthew (the Christmas one).  While he worked 

on this draft Helen and Anne drew up the draft of the Easter wall hanging (John). Andrew’s draft was 

them taken to the Kirk Session and they gave their approval. This initial draft was later adapted by the 

group. 

Once started the first two wall hangings of such a large size (4ftx10ft) involved a quest to source 

materials, much of which were donated from a variety of sources. Squares were made using a 

cardboard template and cut on the bias to ensure the material would not stretch when hung. Colours 

were carefully chosen for each theme with shading also considered. Each square was hand sewn and 

then sewn together to make the background to which the embroidery, applique and other 3-D 

embellishments were added. Each item was carefully checked to ensure they would not move when 

hung.  Funds to purchase essential materials were raised from a car boot sale, coffee mornings and 

personal donations. 

Further sketches were edited in discussion with Andrew Strang to identify how they could be 

represented on cloth. With a great effort the group managed to get the Easter (John) wall hanging 

completed and the Christmas one well advanced before Helen took her leave of us. The wall hangings 

were stretched on to frames thanks to George Steven, a church member. 

Sadly, the group lost Audrey Minto, a founding member when she died in December 1991.  The 

Harvest (Luke) wall hanging was dedicated to her.  The group carried on under the guidance of Anne 

Harvey and the final wall hanging - Pentecost (Mark) was completed in 1994. 

The group meetings involved hard work, a sense of community and fellowship, took 4 years and 

involved more than 20 dedicated people who achieved the magnificent results which have been on 

view in the church for the past 30 years and hopefully for many years to come. 
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The Wall Hangings – Themes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

JOHN “In the beginning was the Word and the Word became flesh” 
 
Spring - the season of reawakening in our northern hemisphere 
Easter - Resurrection (“Jesus is alive”) 
Beginnings - Creation - light enters the darkness and life begins 

MATTHEW “For unto us a child is born. Unto us a Son is given and 
the Government shall be upon his shoulders, and his Name shall be 
called Wonderful” 
 
Winter - the season of reawakening in our northern hemisphere 
Christmas – When Christ’s birth is celebrated around the world 
Nativity – The birth of Christ 

LUKE “Give us this day our daily bread” 
 
Autumn - Season of thankfulness 
Communion - Through the Bread and the Wine we remember 
Christ’s Sacrifice, through which we have been given the way to 
enternal life 
Harvest - God provides for us 

MARK “Love the Lord your God with all your heart ……..and love 
your neighbour as yourself” 
 
Summer - Happiness in brighter days 
Pentecost - Symbolised by the Dove -The Holy Spirit sheltering in 
our community 
Celebrations - Baptisms, weddings, family life 
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FUNDRAISING NEWS 

 

QUIZ AND FISH SUPPER EVENING 

FRIDAY 11 APRIL 2025 

 

Our annual Quiz and Fish Supper evening will take place on Friday 11 April 2025 

starting at 7.30pm. David Currie will again compile and present the quiz and there will 

be prizes for the winning team. As usual, a delicious fish supper will be provided by 

Gianni’s. 

 

As in previous years this will be a BYOB night 

but this year, we would kindly request that your 

empty bottles are taken home to help with 

recycling.  

 

Tickets will be priced at £12 (same price as last year) and will be available for purchase 

on the three Sundays prior to the quiz so remember to bring your cash along or, if you 

prefer, you can pay by card using the Church card reader.  

 

Ticket sales dates are Sunday 23 March, Sunday 30 March and Sunday 6 April 

  

The fundraising group appreciate your continued support and look forward to seeing 

you all for what we hope will be another fun evening. 

 

UPCOMING EVENT – AFTERNOON TEA 

 

An afternoon tea will be held on Saturday 7 June 2025 – 

more details to come. 

 

Joyce Gray on Behalf of the Fundraising Group 
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SPRINGFIELD CAMBRIDGE FESTIVAL CHORUS & ORCHESTRA - 

2024 CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 

 

I am delighted to report that we raised £36,218 from our Christmas Concert on 

Monday 23RD December 2024. This includes an amazing amount of £11,018 which 

was collected in the buckets at the end of the concert. 

 

Since our first Christmas Concert in 2002 we have now raised over half a million 

pounds for CHAS.  To be precise, we have raised a phenomenal £502,012. 

A cheque noting this fantastic total was presented to Ben Morgan from CHAS at 

our dinner on Wednesday 05 February.  

 

To reach half a million pounds is a truly magnificent achievement and we are 

extremely grateful to our sponsors, advertisers and those who gave monetary 

donations, for their very generous support.  

 

Thanks also to our wonderful audience for your continued support and for donating 

so generously to the bucket collection. 

 

 

 

Sheila Dunbar,  

Secretary. 
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In February almost 100kg of food donations were delivered to the Foodbank 

from the congregation. This was gratefully accepted by the organiser who with a 

small group of volunteers makes up a large number of food parcels for 

distribution every week to those most in need in our local community.  Thank you 

to all who contributed to this excellent total, we are most grateful for your 

support.   

   Thank you, 

    Joyce & Joan 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
 

We made our first Payment of £7,072.10 in respect of our Giving to Grow 

contribution for 2025 on 15th February 2025 and our annual total of £70,721 is 

payable on 10 equal instalments from February to November 

 

We will make our first payment in respect our Presbytery dues for 2025 of 

£1,972.50 on 31st March with the remainder due on 30th June 2025. The total 

amount due is £3,945. 

 

We are also expecting settlement of our outstanding tax claims from 2024 totalling 

£7,800 in the next few weeks. 

 

All other Income & Expenditure for the year to date has been in line with expected 

figures. 

 

Thank you as always for your continued offerings. 
 

 

Jim Kerr, Treasurer 
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An Easter Prayer 

Christ the Lord is risen 

And, as all the world rejoices, 

Singing of His glory 

With such joyful hearts and voices. 

May you find that Easter brings you 

Peace and faith and hope anew, 

And may these blessings fill your heart 

With joy the whole year through. 

Happy Easter 

 

 

FUTURE MAGAZINE DEADLINE DATES 

EDITION COPY SUBMISSION PUBLICATION HOLY  COMMUNION 

Palm Sunday 

 

 

June 2025 

September 2025 

December 2025 

13/04/25 

 

 

11/05/25 

17/08/25 

16/11/25 

Easter Sunday 

 

 

25/05/25 

31/08/25 

30/11/25 

20/04/25 

 

 

01/06/25 

05/10/25 

01/02/26 
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By scanning the QR code above you will be taken through a PAYAZ menu to gift  

money to the Church including the possibility for your donation to attract  

gift aid if you are a UK taxpayer.  

Try it and see if you are able, it is quick, easy and painless! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


