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FROM THE MINISTER:  

 

The month of May so far has been a time of great sunshine which has been a real 

blessing for many, affording us an opportunity to increase our vitamin D levels. May 

has also been quite busy with a range of things within and outwith the Church. 

Presbytery has met in our Church and considered once more many issues relating to 

the Presbytery Mission Plan. Later this month the General Assembly will meet in 

Edinburgh and discuss many major issues affecting the future survival and shape of 

the Church of Scotland. In Rome, in the Vatican City, a new Pope has been elected 

by the Conclave, and many folk may have watched the recent movie of that name or 

re-read the novel by Robert Harris upon which the film is based. VE 80th anniversary 

celebrations have come and gone.  Thinking of European matters for me this month 

has been framed by a novel I am currently reading, THE BISHOP’s VILLA by Sacha 

Naspini. The author is an Italian and this short book has been translated into English 

by Clarissa Botsford.  The book tells a story in a fusion of fact and fiction of Rene 

the town’s cobbler, during the Tuscan town’s occupation by the Nazis and the role 

their Fascist enablers play as Jews are rounded up and detained in the bishop’s villa. 

This is based on the true story of a nefarious collaboration between the Fascist 

authorities and the Catholic diocese of Grossetto.  

 

My late father had his very own cobbler’s last, as he used to repair his own shoes 

(buying his soles and heels in Woolworth’s), and so when I came across a section of 

the novel detailing Rene’s work I was intrigued. Rene has to repair shoes for his 

fellow villagers, the occupying forces and the prisoners detained in the bishop’s villa. 

He realises that “stepping into someone’s shoes” now has a whole new meaning. Taking 

off the soles of someone’s shoes he could read the owner’s whole story.  Those who 

banged their heels, those whose tread was leaden, others with invisible arches, 

where only the toes had left their marks. The cobbler develops a new habit of before 

looking someone in the face he would take a quick peek at their shoes, which told a 

completely different story. A character could be discovered that had nothing to do 

with what was on display. As we meet people I wonder what we see - their faces, 

their shoes? What stories of theirs do we encounter, and dare we step into their 

shoes to discover what is really going on. And as people of faith how can we walk 

with them on this journey of life and faith? 
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Rev. Ian Taylor. 

 

Data Protection Policy and Data Protection Coordinator 

A requirement has been laid upon all congregations now to have a policy and a 

coordinator to control any personal date we may hold as a Church. The Kirk Session 

has appointed one of our Session Clerks, Joyce Watchorn, to undertake this role. 

Should you wish a copy of our policy or have any queries then please contact Joyce 

via email (sessionclerk@springfieldcambridge.org.uk). 

 

Parish Grouping news – Presbytery Mission Plan 

The Mission Plan determined that in Bishopbriggs the three congregations were 

allocated 2 Ministers of Word and Sacrament. Since the translation of Rev. James 

Gemmell from Kenmure Church in 2020, that congregation has been vacant and was 

not allowed to call a new Minister. The plan was by 2027(or earlier on the 

demission or translation of a Minister) to have established a Team Ministry to 

cover the three congregations in our Grouping. On Easter Sunday 2025, Rev John 

MacGregor, the Minister at Cadder Church, and one of our former Probationers, 

demitted his charge and left Parish Ministry to take up a post as a Pastoral 

Assistant at St. Paul’s Church, Milngavie. This has brought forward the 

implementation of the plan’s intent as indicated above.  However, as ever in the 

fast changing landscape of the national Church’s restructuring, Presbytery has 

entered into discussions with Cadder, Kenmure and Springfield Cambridge Kirk 

Sessions. At the time of writing Cadder and Kenmure Churches have agreed to 

enter into a linkage, which will allow them to call a Minister which they will share, 

thus fulfilling the Presbytery Plan to retain 2 Ministers in Bishopbriggs. This 

change will in all likelihood lead to the removal of the concept of Team Ministry 

from the plan. Springfield Cambridge Parish Church will remain on Full 

(Unrestricted) Tenure with an allocation of 1 Minister. These changes will require a 

revision to the existing Parish Grouping basis which each of the 3 congregations 

will need to agree to at a later date. Many details will have to be worked out, but 

the hope is that this may be done swiftly by the end of June to allow the vacant 

congregations to move forwards to advertise this new vacancy. As has previously 

been the case it is expected that our congregation will have one representative on 

the Nominating Committee along with others from our two sister congregations.  

 

mailto:sessionclerk@springfieldcambridge.org.uk
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LOOKING BACK  

On Sunday 23rd. March, 2025, we celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, 

when Finn David BAIRD was baptised. Pictured below. 

 

 

On 1st. November, 1986 Jim Tonner began working with us as our Church Officer.  

Jim has decided that he would like to retire next year after 40 years of unstinting 

service, finishing up in March, 2026. In the autumn of this year Jim will begin a 

period of phased retirement. From October to December, 2025 he will work part 

time, working Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays, and then from January to March 

2026 he will work part time, working Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays.  Euan 

Russell has been appointed by the Kirk Session as Jim’s replacement and during 

this period of Jim’s phased retirement he will work with Jim during the opposite 

part of the week to help with the transition for his full-time post which will begin 

on 1st. April, 2026. 
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Elaine Crooks 

Members of the congregation were saddened to hear of the 

death of Elaine in March of this year.  Her funeral Service and 

Committal was held in Sussex and Surrey Crematorium followed 

by a Service at Reigate Park Church on the 19th. of May, 2025.  

Elaine was the daughter of Anne Crooks, one of our Elders who 

now lives in a care home in Bearsden.  Elaine’s brother George 

also lives locally and asked if we would share details of a 

JustGiving page that has been set up in memory of his sister: 

 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.justgiving.com/page/elaine-crooks-

1qrcode?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA&utm_campaign=015___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOjBiNzE

3YWYwMDAyOTgwYzFiMGVhMWZhZjVhY2E4ODQ1Ojc6ZDI0Mjo1NjgwOTdkNzc4YTg3N2YzNmQ5MGYwZjM3ZDAwYj

VkODI4MDg3OGI3NWNkNmVkMjE0OWY0OWE2YjFiM2FjNmVjOnQ6VDpO 

 

 

Funerals 

 

God of grace and peace, in your Son Jesus Christ, you have given us new birth into 

a living hope. Strengthen us now to live in the power of the resurrection and keep 

us united with our loved one from whom in death we are not divided. For you live 

and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

Thursday 6th. March, 2025            Miss Margaret F. Fraser, Springfield Court 

Tuesday 18th. March, 2025 Mr. Graham M. Galloway, Kenmure Avenue 

Friday 9th. May, 2025 Miss Carlyn Wilkie, Birnam Avenue 

Thursday 15th. May,  2025 

 

Mr. Gordon Hollinsworth, Beechtree Park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.justgiving.com/page/elaine-crooks-1qrcode?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA&utm_campaign=015___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOjBiNzE3YWYwMDAyOTgwYzFiMGVhMWZhZjVhY2E4ODQ1Ojc6ZDI0Mjo1NjgwOTdkNzc4YTg3N2YzNmQ5MGYwZjM3ZDAwYjVkODI4MDg3OGI3NWNkNmVkMjE0OWY0OWE2YjFiM2FjNmVjOnQ6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.justgiving.com/page/elaine-crooks-1qrcode?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA&utm_campaign=015___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOjBiNzE3YWYwMDAyOTgwYzFiMGVhMWZhZjVhY2E4ODQ1Ojc6ZDI0Mjo1NjgwOTdkNzc4YTg3N2YzNmQ5MGYwZjM3ZDAwYjVkODI4MDg3OGI3NWNkNmVkMjE0OWY0OWE2YjFiM2FjNmVjOnQ6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.justgiving.com/page/elaine-crooks-1qrcode?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA&utm_campaign=015___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOjBiNzE3YWYwMDAyOTgwYzFiMGVhMWZhZjVhY2E4ODQ1Ojc6ZDI0Mjo1NjgwOTdkNzc4YTg3N2YzNmQ5MGYwZjM3ZDAwYjVkODI4MDg3OGI3NWNkNmVkMjE0OWY0OWE2YjFiM2FjNmVjOnQ6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/www.justgiving.com/page/elaine-crooks-1qrcode?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=WA&utm_campaign=015___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOjBiNzE3YWYwMDAyOTgwYzFiMGVhMWZhZjVhY2E4ODQ1Ojc6ZDI0Mjo1NjgwOTdkNzc4YTg3N2YzNmQ5MGYwZjM3ZDAwYjVkODI4MDg3OGI3NWNkNmVkMjE0OWY0OWE2YjFiM2FjNmVjOnQ6VDpO
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Presentations 

 

 

On Sunday 30th. March, 2025, we were delighted to have one of our members 

Catherine Smillie commissioned as an Officer within our own company the 65th. 

Glasgow Company of the Girls’ Brigade. 

And  

On Sunday 11th. May, 2025 we celebrated the 90th. Anniversary of the founding 

of the 268 Boy’s Brigade Company. During the Service, Noah Lowry was 

presented with his President’s Badge, pictured below 
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An Awards Board tracking the King’s and Queen’s men during the last 9 decades 

was also unveiled by John Semple and Capt. John Armour and dedicated to the glory 

of God. 

 

 

LOOKING FORWARD 

On Sunday 1st.  June,2025 the Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated 

at 11am. Please remember to bring your invitation to Communion card with you, if 

you have received one. If you did not receive one or have forgotten it on the day, 

please just give your details to the duty team member as you come into the Hall of 

Fellowship. There will be a Retiring Collection in aid of the Kirk Session 

Benevolent Fund. 

 

On Saturday 7th. June, 2025 our “Sparkling Afternoon Tea” will be held in the 

Cameron Hall from 2-4pm, tickets £10. 

 

On Sundays 8th. June and 3rd. August, 2025 we will celebrate the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism. 

 

The Sunday School will round off their year with a final session on Sunday 22nd. 

June, 2025. This will be followed after Church with a social event for the 

congregation featuring food and refreshments for all. More details to follow. 
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On Tuesday 24th. June, 2025 the Annual Halls Letting meeting will be held in 

Room 2 at 7pm. Hall users will have their keys and alarm fobs checked off, issues 

relating to Hall Let charges (to be reviewed by the Kirk Session on Tuesday 3rd. 

June, 2025), security, Health and Safety, and fire drills will also be covered.  

 

Summer Sunday School will run from Sundays 29th. June – 17th August 2025 

inclusive, with Sunday School resuming on 24 August, 2025. 

 

On Saturday 16th. August, 2025 Euan Russell will 

perform once again in the Church in aid of SAMH. 

Tickets will be on sale soon! 

 

Further Musical Notes….. 

One of our own members, BETH STIRLING, has just released her first ever album 

on streaming platforms and CD’s will be available via Mr. Taylor, priced £10. 

 

 

 

Check out:  

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://bethstirling.hearnow.com/___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6Yzpv

OmQ1OTYxNmU5ZTNjOWYxMzBiMjc5ZWYxZmE4YWJjZGM5Ojc6OTFkMDpkNzUxOTk0OTQ4YzAxYzA2ZThiZDQxZDU

wMGY1OWNiNjM2MjBjYWQ5MzkzNzQyNGFlMmYwMTAyYmJlOGUzMTE3OnQ6VDpO 

and Beth’s website https://bethstirling.com for more information about someone you will 

probably recognise! 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/bethstirling.hearnow.com/___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOmQ1OTYxNmU5ZTNjOWYxMzBiMjc5ZWYxZmE4YWJjZGM5Ojc6OTFkMDpkNzUxOTk0OTQ4YzAxYzA2ZThiZDQxZDUwMGY1OWNiNjM2MjBjYWQ5MzkzNzQyNGFlMmYwMTAyYmJlOGUzMTE3OnQ6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/bethstirling.hearnow.com/___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOmQ1OTYxNmU5ZTNjOWYxMzBiMjc5ZWYxZmE4YWJjZGM5Ojc6OTFkMDpkNzUxOTk0OTQ4YzAxYzA2ZThiZDQxZDUwMGY1OWNiNjM2MjBjYWQ5MzkzNzQyNGFlMmYwMTAyYmJlOGUzMTE3OnQ6VDpO
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/bethstirling.hearnow.com/___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOmQ1OTYxNmU5ZTNjOWYxMzBiMjc5ZWYxZmE4YWJjZGM5Ojc6OTFkMDpkNzUxOTk0OTQ4YzAxYzA2ZThiZDQxZDUwMGY1OWNiNjM2MjBjYWQ5MzkzNzQyNGFlMmYwMTAyYmJlOGUzMTE3OnQ6VDpO
https://bethstirling.com/
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I would like to thank Rev. Ian Taylor for his pastoral care 

during my recent illness, also members of the Guild for their 

prayers and good wishes for my recovery and the Flower 

Committee for the flowers I received from the Church. All 

were very much appreciated with grateful thanks. 

Catherine Lynn. 

 

I would like to take this chance, once again, to thank the 

Minister and members of the Congregation for their 

prayers, concern and good wishes during my recent spell of 

ill-health. It has meant a lot to know that so many people 

have been thinking of me during this time.  

 

Best wishes, 

Margery Gough 

 

Vestry Hour 

Should anyone wish to see the Minister, Ian will be available most Wednesday 

mornings from 10- 11 am (unless otherwise intimated on our website or Social 

media).  Should you wish to see Ian at another time, please contact him on 0141 

772 1540( minister@springfieldcambridge.org.uk).  

 

 

 

 

 

Mid -Week Services – Cambridge Chapel 11.10 am. 
 

The Wednesday morning Service will be held in the 

Cambridge Chapel. The Cambridge Chapel will also be open 

Monday – Friday from 10 am - 12 noon for anyone who wishes 

to find a quiet place to read the Bible, pray or reflect during 

the course of the week.  

mailto:minister@springfieldcambridge.org.uk
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BOOK REVIEW 

“Jane Haining: A life of Love and Courage “ by Mary Miller 

 

Jane Haining was a very brave and courageous lady and one of Scotland’s heroines. 

A farmer’s daughter from Dunscore in Dumfries and Galloway, Jane went to work 

at the Scottish Jewish Mission School in Budapest in 1932, where she was a 

boarding school matron in charge of around 50 orphan girls. The school had 400 

pupils, most of them Jewish. Jane was on holiday in Scotland when war was 

declared in 1939, but she immediately returned to Budapest to do all she could to 

protect the children at the school. She refused to leave in 1940, and again ignored 

orders to flee the country in March 1944 when Hungary was invaded by the Nazis. 

She remained with her pupils writing “if these children need me in days of 

sunshine, how much more do they need me in days of darkness.” 

Her brave persistence led to her arrest by the Gestapo in April 1944, for offences 

that included spying, working with Jews and listening to the BBC. She died in 

Auschwitz, just a few months later, at the age of 47. 

Her courage and self-sacrifice, her choice to stay and protect the children in her 

care, has made her an inspiration to many. 

Mary Miller has written a moving and inspiring tale of quiet heroism. A copy of the 

book can be found in the Church Library. 

 

EAC 
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      Lodging House Mission 

 

 

 

 

We would like to say thank you to the congregation for the kind donations of 

Easter eggs for the Lodging House Mission appeal. 

 

A total of 105 eggs with the label “A Gift of Hope” were delivered to LHM. 

 

There were monetary donations handed in from members 

of the congregation which were also gratefully received 

by the Lodging House Mission. We were able to donate 34 

Easter eggs to the East Dunbartonshire Foodbank. 

 

The great response from the congregation was very much 

appreciated. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Joan and Helen 

 

***************************************************** 

 

         SPRINGFIELD CAMBRIDGE FESTIVAL CHORUS & ORCHESTRA - 

 

                                 A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Our 2025 Christmas Concert will take place on Monday 22nd December 2025 

in the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall." 

 

Sheila Dunbar,  

  Secretary. 
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65th Company Girls’ Brigade 

 

 

Life has been busy in the 65th Glasgow Company since the last 

Record and our numbers have increased recently. 

 

The team of Brigaders entered 

into the Divisional Collage Competition in March won 

first place with their representation of the Glasgow 

Botanical Gardens. 

 

We decorated and ate pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and 

the girls made crafts for Mother’s Day. The Juniors and 

Explorers enjoyed an Easter egg hunt! 

 

All the badgework for the year has been completed. You 

will have noticed the garden bench out the front near 

the Springfield Hall. It was gifted by the Girls’ Brigade 

to the church as the service part of our badge. Each section also planted flowers in 

tubs as the Juniors’ educational part of our badge was “Growing Things”. 

 

Some of us attended the morning service on 30th March for Catherine’s 

commissioning as a GB Leader after she completed Gold Level training. We will also 

have a presence at the service on 11th May when the BB celebrate their 90th 

anniversary. 

 

Our Annual Display for parents and friends will be held on Tuesday, 20th May, 

followed the next week by an evening at McDonald’s and 10 pin bowling. 

 

We plan to return in August after the summer 

holidays.  

 

 

Fiona Smillie, 

Leader.  
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268th Glasgow Boys’ Brigade 

Anchor Boys   

 

It’s been a busy few months at the Anchor Boys. We have 40 boys 

on the roll with 36 regular attenders on a Friday night. 

 

All the boys have been enjoying a varied programme over the last few months as well 

as working towards earning their achievement badge. 

 

Our group competition is going well with all groups earning points by taking part in 

team games over the last few months. The winner of our best team will be announced 

at our awards/parents’ night on the 16th May. 

 

In March, five of our Primary 3 boys visited our Junior Section to give them a taste 

of what is to come when they move into Primary 4. 

 

We held our fund-raising quiz in February in aid of our own funds. It was a good 

night with 12 teams taking part. Well done to Quizpicable Me who took 1st place and 

won the family hamper prize. We raised £510 for our own funds. Thank you to 

everyone who took part. 

 

We held our second fund raising event in April when 

we hosted our coffee morning. It was great to see so 

many people in the hall enjoying tea/coffee and some 

home baking. We raised £430 from this event. Thank 

you to everyone who contributed to this amount. This 

year is our company’s 90th Anniversary and as part of 

the celebrations the boys took part in a Lego fire 

walk.  

 

We were joined by the boys from our Junior and 

Company sections for this event. All the boys 

completed the 7-foot-long Lego fire walk.  

 

All boys received a certificate for their achievement. The boys went on to enjoy 

juice, crisps and a slice of birthday cake.  
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We also took a photo of all the boys in the company to mark our anniversary. 

 

We are coming to the end of our session before we 

break for the summer. Our awards night/parents’ night 

is on Friday the 16th May. We will be announcing our 

Endeavour award (Marion Fleming Award) winner and 

our Best Team award (Gregson Trophy) as well as 

promoting our Primary 3 boys to our Junior section and 

our boys being presented with their achievement 

badges. 

 

We will be holding an end of session event on Friday 

the 23rd May, which weather permitting will be 

outside followed by some drinks and pizza.   

 

Thank you to all our staff, friends and supporters who have helped us this session. 
 

Alan Kerr 

Officer in Charge 

 

 

Junior Section 

As we approach the end of our session 2024/2025, we have been enjoying nights 

out with the Company section. We have been to Mugdock park, Ten pin bowling and 

Laser Quest. We have enjoyed celebrating the Company's 90th anniversary. This 

also included We had a Company party with a Lego fire walk, fun games and a 

beautiful cake courtesy of Sandra Williams. 

The 90 bulbs were planted and the boys also finished their 90 minutes sponsored 

games night.  

We attended the end of session parade on Sunday 11th May where an Honours 

board of King's and Queen’s men was dedicated.  

10 boys are going to a weekend camp at the end of May with the 212th Junior 

Section.  

A big thank you to Jim, Fiona and the office staff for all their help. 

Mary Armour, Acting Officer in Charge. 
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Company Section 

 

The Company Section session has now finished with our summer 

programme and end of session parade. 

As usual, our summer programme consisted of being out and about at various 

places. We started with a visit to Mugdock Park with the Junior Section, followed 

by bowling at Kirkintilloch and then we finished at the outdoor laser quest in 

Cambuslang. A big thank you to the 277th Glasgow for use of their bus for these 

outings. 

Our end of session parade was a great morning with the culmination of our 90th 

Anniversary celebrations. Every Boy was given a 90th Anniversary badge and our 

new Queen’s Men and King’s Men board was dedicated. Noah Lowry was awarded his 

President’s Badge, the second highest award in the BB and will start work on his 

King’s Badge next year. Back in March, we had a birthday party for all Boys with all 

sections, each Boy getting a water bottle with our 90th Logo on the side, and then 

participated in a fire walk over Lego! 

On Saturday 27th March, we had our annual ex-members dinner with a great 

turnout. A slightly different format but everyone on the night had an excellent 

evening. A big thank you to Donald Armour for all his hard work around this event 

and the support in marking the 90th Anniversary, organising all the bottles, coffee 

mugs and badges as well as the new Queen’s/King’s Badge Board. 

It has been another great session across the Company and thanks to all the 

parents, staff and, most importantly the Boys, for making it another successful 

year. We hope everyone has a nice summer break before starting all over again in 

September. 

 

John Armour 

Captain 

 

PS. Bottles and Coffee Mugs are still available for anyone in the congregation priced 

at £9.50 and Badges are still available priced at £4. 
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                                   Company Photograph March 2025 
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The Guild 

 

On 24th March we held our Hostess Tea where we were 

entertained by Euan Russell whose singing and varied programme 

was greatly enjoyed by all who attended. The food I’m told was, 

in the words of one of our guests, “as good as would be found in 

Miss Cranston’s Tea Room.”  We were joined by the Rev. Ian 

Taylor, our Guild elders Hazel Wilson and George McMillan and several friends of 

members.  Grateful thanks to the Guild Committee who organise the event and 

provide the home baking every year. 
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Our final meeting on 7th April was our AGM where the ladies agreed to disburse the 

funds raised to the following beneficiaries. 

 

Springfield Cambridge Church Fabric Fund   £1500 

The Guild Project       £900 

The Moderator’s challenge (Let your light shine)  £200 

The Tom Allan Centre       £200 

Crossreach         £200 

 

During the year further charity donations were made to: 

Church House which supports children and their families in the east end of Glasgow, 

the Beatson Charity, C.H.A.S. and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

The AGM was followed by a Cheese & Wine social which seemed to be enjoyed by 

those who attended. 

The Guild session was completed with an outing to Largs with an enjoyable lunch in 

Nardinis.  We were very fortunate with the weather and the ladies who attended 

enjoyed a good day out with their friends. 

We are very grateful to have received grants towards the bus cost from East 

Dunbartonshire Community Grant Scheme and Lodge Cadder Freestone. 

Best wishes to all for an enjoyable summer. We hope to welcome some new 

members when we meet again in September.  Our secretary is currently busy 

arranging next year’s programme. 

 

 

                   

 



 20 

                         

Joyce Macmillan, Convener. 

 

Food Bank 

The Guild will continue to support the Food Bank appeal throughout the summer 

delivering donations to the food bank every two weeks.   Please leave any donations 

in the cupboard in the cloakroom as usual.  The list of specially requested items will 

be updated as necessary.  We are very grateful to our contributors and encourage 

all to add an extra tin to their shopping basket as even a little when added with 

others helps a lot. 

Thank You,  

Joyce & Joan 
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Fundraising Group News 

Quiz and Fish Supper Evening 

The group held another very successful Quiz and Fish Supper Evening on Friday 11 April which raised 

£554 including Gift Aid. A great night was had by everyone and each round of questions was keenly 

contested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks are extended to David Currie, our Quizmaster, and his wife Gladys for helping on the night and to 

Gianni’s for supplying the excellent fish suppers. 

The winning team were Donald Armour, Mary Armour, John Armour, Douglas Gould and Jane Gould.  
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Sparkling Afternoon Tea – Saturday 7 June 

Our next event is a Sparkling Afternoon tea to be held on Saturday 7th 

June from 2 – 4 pm. An opportunity to chat and enjoy some savoury and 

sweet treats over a cuppa and a glass of fizz. 

Tickets, priced £10, will be on sale on the previous three Sundays – 18th 

and 25th May and 1st June. 

 

Summer Hamper 

There will be an opportunity to win our Summer Hamper packed 

with sunshine essentials. Slips will be available to purchase for 

the hamper at the Afternoon Tea on 7th June and on Sunday 8th 

and 15th June with the draw being made after the Service on 

15th June. 

 

 

Smartie Tube Challenge 

Once again, the Fundraising Group are inviting the Congregation to 

take part in our Summer Smartie Challenge. Tubes of Smarties will be 

available after the Service on Sunday 8th and 15th June for you to 

take home to enjoy over the summer. If possible we would ask you to 

refill the tube with spare coins and bring the tube back to Church 

after the Summer break.  

 

The Fund Raising Group continue to be appreciative of the support given by the Congregation for our 

events and especially for all the preparatory work done for us by Jim and Fiona. Their assistance is 

invaluable.  

 

 

 

 

 

Joyce Gray on Behalf of the Fundraising Group 
 

 



 23 

Treasurer’s Report  

 

This being the final magazine of the session I would just like to take the opportunity 

to wish everyone a very pleasant summer. Hopefully by the time you read this article 

the sunny days will still be with us! 

Thanks to all the regular “givers” for your offerings. Whether you give by weekly 

envelopes or bankers order, your contributions are much appreciated and mean that 

we can meet our regular ongoing expenses. Even over the summer months our average 

outgoings will still be nearly £10,000 per month without taking into account any one-

off expenditure items that may crop up.  

The General Fund has a Deficit for the year of £3,764 as at 11th May 2025. We 

expect to receive settlement shortly of the outstanding General Fund tax claims 

from HMRC for 2024 along with settlement of the Quarter 1 2025 General Fund 

Tax Claim. All Income and Outgoings for 2025 to date are broadly in line with the 

budget set out as the beginning of the year. 

I am pleased to advise that as a Congregation we have again been granted full 

exemption from paying any water charges for the tax year 2025/2026. Any 

Registered Charity whose annual income is less than £200,000 can apply for 

exemption under the scheme introduced by the Scottish Government.  

We have also recently received much appreciated donations from the following: - 

£1,500 donation from The Guild to the Fabric Fund 

£525 donation from the Badminton Club to the General Fund 

The Church and Manse Insurance has recently been renewed at an annual premium 

of £4,275. 

 

Jim Kerr, Treasurer 
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Readership - an article by Lynne Robertson 

 

The Readership is a lay ministry in the Church of Scotland. When Ian arrived at 

Springfield Cambridge, I was Clerk to the Board and foolishly mentioned that I 

felt a call to ministry and he said it had to be taken further. The first step in the 

process was a period of enquiry, now called discernment and I did this at Lenzie 

Union Church. Having been accepted for training as a Reader I completed my two 

placements at Carnwadric Parish Church which is an Urban Priority Area church 

and St David’s Memorial Park Parish Church in Kirkintilloch. I successfully passed 

my Final Preaching Assessment in March 2014 and was set apart in August of the 

same year. Most Readers are set apart in a group, but I was set apart on my own 

and in my home church here at Springfield Cambridge. It was quite a night with 

Ian doing the sermon. The minister at SDMP had a period of ill health and the 

Presbytery Clerk allocated me as a Reader attached. In June 2017 he translated 

to a new charge, so my period of tenure ended. 

 

A Reader can preach, conduct funerals and be involved in pastoral care but cannot 

conduct the sacraments of communion and baptism and I can’t officiate at a 

wedding. In my time I have been locum in three places – St Mark’s in the Raploch, 

St. Enoch’s Hogganfield and I am currently locum at St Francis in the east end in 

Bridgeton. Being a locum includes Sunday worship and two days pastoral work. 

 

Since being set apart I have been involved in planning and conducting services, 

working both thematically and from the lectionary (RCL). I have preached a series 

of sermons on the “I Am” statements in John and another series of “Looking into 

Luke”. I am equally comfortable using the Revised Common Lectionary. I have 

planned services for Festivals including Harvest; the all-age talk for Remembrance; 

the watch night service on Christmas Eve; a short address for Christmas Day; 

Lent; Easter; Pentecost and Trinity Sunday and the Guild Dedication Service. I 

have been involved in pastoral care and have conducted funerals - both burials and 

cremations. I have also prepared short afternoon services for the housebound. 

My preaching experience has also reached out to a variety of congregations where 

I have filled pulpits on a supply basis including Blantyre Old and Hamilton Old,  
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St Mary’s Kirkintilloch and the UPA charges of Tron St Mary’s, Springburn and St 

Paul’s Provanmill, a small but spiritually inspired congregation. During Covid I did 

recordings of service and on one Sunday I famously had two services recorded – 

Springburn and Crown Court in London and I did a service face to face at St 

Enoch’s Hogganfield. Crown Court in London which was where we worshipped when 

we were first married and I mentioned that in the course of the service.  The 

phone lines were blocked on the Monday morning with people saying it was good to 

have someone who knew Crown Court!  They are about to go into vacancy again, 

wonder if they need a locum?! I have conducted worship with a traditional organist, 

a pianist, a digital organ and using YouTube clips. I have prepared and used 

multimedia in Worship but equally have worshipped without it. 

During my fifteen-year term as Clerk to the Board here at Springfield I worked 

with the Interim Moderator through the vacancy process including being closely 

involved in the sale of one manse and the purchase of a new one on the arrival of 

the new incumbent, Rev Ian Taylor. This experience has helped me to empathise 

with the emotions of a congregation in vacancy useful when you are a locum. I am 

not the first Reader at Springfield Cambridge being preceded by the late Jim 

Lockhart and Bill Findlay. In fact, Sunday by Sunday, I carry with me the Bible I 

was presented with when I was set apart, and a leather service booklet and Book 

of Common Order both of which were Jim’s.  It means I take a bit of my home 

congregation into the pulpit with me every time I preach. 

As we move to our new home in Motherwell, I know that God has new challenges 

for me. But that is the Readership.  Who will be the next Reader at Springfield 

Cambridge? 
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By scanning the QR code above you will be taken through a PAYAZ menu to gift  

money to the Church including the possibility for your donation to attract  

gift aid if you are a UK taxpayer.  

Try it and see if you are able, it is quick, easy and painless! 

 

 

 


