
Sunday 28th December, 2025       The First Sunday after Christmas 

Minister: Rev. Ian Taylor, A.C.I.B.S., B.D.,Th.M.,Dip. P.S.R.P. 

Student Minister: Mr. Euan Gibb, B.A,P.G.D.E. 

Musical Director: Mr. Alan Craig. B.Mus., P.G.C.E. 
 

Members of the congregation who are able to stand are invited to do so as the 

Bible is brought in and taken out of the Church. 
 

Welcome & Intimations 

 

• The Sunday School will meet in Room 2 today.  

• Please ensure all mobile phones  are switched off or in silent mode 
during the Service. 

• Please place your offering in the Offering Plates as these are uplifted 

during the Service.   

• Tea and Coffee will be available after Church today in the Cameron 

Hall.  

• There will be a midweek Service on Wednesday 31
st
 December, 2025 at 

11.10am.  

Introit 

 
Call to Worship 

 

Hymn 322 Good Christians, all rejoice 

 

1 Good Christians all, rejoice 

 with heart, and soul, and voice! 

 now give heed to what we say: 

 Jesus Christ is born today: 

 ox and ass before him bow, 

 and He is in the manger now. 

 Christ is born today! 

 Christ is born today! 

 

2 Good Christians all, rejoice 

 With heart and soul and voice; 

 now ye hear of endless bliss, 

 Jesus Christ was born for this: 

 he has opened heaven's door, 

 and all are blest for evermore. 

 Christ was born for this! 

 Christ was born for this! 

 

3 Good Christians all, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice; 

 now you need not fear the grave, 

 Jesus Christ was born to save, 

 calls you one, and calls you all, 

 to gain his everlasting hall. 

 Christ was born to save! 

 Christ was born to save! 

 

John M Neale (1818-1866) Used By Permission. CCL Licence No. 21143 Copied from HymnQuest: 

Copyright Licence Users' Edition HymnQuest ID: 41770 
 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
Prayers of Approach and Confession 

 

Children’s Address 
 

 

Hymn  251 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in deepest sin 

My hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 



Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 
They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them, 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

Till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 
Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.  

Daniel L. Schutte(b.1947) 

 
Isaiah 63:7-9 

 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, 
    the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 

because of all that the LORD has done for us, 

    and the great favour to the house of Israel 

that he has shown them according to his mercy, 

    according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8 
For he said, ‘Surely they are my people, 

    children who will not deal falsely’; 

and he became their saviour 
9 
    in all their distress. 

It was no messenger[a] or angel 

    but his presence that saved them;[b] 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
    he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

 

Hebrews 2:10-18 

 
10 

It was fitting that God,[a] for whom and through whom all things exist, in 

bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 

through sufferings. 
11 

For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all 
have one Father.[b] For this reason Jesus[c] is not ashamed to call them brothers and 

sisters,[d] 
12 

saying, 

‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,[e] 

    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.’ 
13 

And again, 

‘I will put my trust in him.’ 

And again, 
‘Here am I and the children whom God has given me.’ 
14 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 

the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power 

of death, that is, the devil, 
15 

and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 
by the fear of death. 

16 
For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 

descendants of Abraham. 
17 

Therefore he had to become like his brothers and 

sisters[f] in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 

people. 
18 

Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help 

those who are being tested. 
 

Hymn 326 As with gladness men of old 

 

1 As with gladness men of old 
 did the guiding star behold, 

 as with joy they hailed its light, 

 leading onward, beaming bright; 
 so, most gracious Lord, may we 

 evermore be led to thee. 
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2 As with joyful steps they sped, 
 Saviour, to thy lowly bed, 

 there to bend the knee before 

 thee whom heaven and earth adore; 

 so may we with willing feet 
 ever seek thy mercy-seat. 

 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 
 at thy homely cradle bare, 

 so may we with holy joy, 

 pure and free from sin's alloy, 
 all our costliest treasures bring, 

 Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 

 

4 Holy Jesus, every day 
 keep us in the narrow way, 

 and, when earthly things are past, 

 bring our ransomed souls at last 
 where they need no star to guide, 

 where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 
5 In the heavenly country bright 

 need they no created light; 

 thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

 thou its sun which goes not down; 
 there for ever may we sing 

 alleluias to our King. 

 
William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 

Used By Permission. Created by HymnQuest.com - HymnQuest ID: 50730 
 

St. Matthew 2:13-23 
 

13 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 

14 
Then 

Joseph[a] got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
15 

and 

remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 
16 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,[b] he was infuriated, 

and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 

years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise 
men.[c] 

17 
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

18 
‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 

    wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 
19 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph 

in Egypt and said, 
20 

‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ 

21 
Then Joseph[d] got 

up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 
22 

But when he 

heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district 

of Galilee. 
23 

There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 

been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a 

Nazorean.’ 
 

Sermon 
 

The Offering (& Sung Doxology: Hymn 807) 
 

Prayers of Intercession & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn 153 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be 

 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%202%3A13-23&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23184a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%202%3A13-23&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23186b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%202%3A13-23&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23186c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%202%3A13-23&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23191d


2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessings all mine with 10, 000 beside 

 
Thomas O. Chisholm(1866-1960) 

 
 

Benediction 
 

Choral Amen 

    
 


