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The Third Sunday in Advent 
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 Welcome & Intimations 

  

Call to Worship  

 

Hymn 607 The bright wind is blowing, the bright wind of 

heaven, 

 

1 The bright wind is blowing, the bright wind of heaven, 

 And where it is going to, no-one can say; 

 But where it is passing our hearts are awaking 

 To grope from the darkness and reach for the day. 

 

2 The bright wind is blowing, the bright wind of heaven, 

 And many old thoughts will be winnowed away; 

 The husk that is blown is the chaff of our hating, 

 The seed that is left is the hope for our day. 

 

3 The bright wind is blowing, the bright wind of heaven, 

 The love that it kindles will never betray; 

 The fire that it fans is the warmth of our caring, 

 So lean on the wind - it will show us the way. 
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Scripture Sentence 

 

 Opening Prayer 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you 

with our whole heart and mind and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 

help us amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be, 

that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways 

to the glory of your holy name. AMEN. 

  

Children’s Address & The Advent Wreath 
 

Hymn 282 ‘Christmas is coming!’ vv.1 
 Christmas is coming,  

 the Church is glad to sing,  

 and let the advent candles  

 brightly burn in a ring.  

1 The first is for God's promise 

 to put the wrong things right, 

 and bring to earth's darkness 

 the hope of love and light. 

 Chorus  

 

2 The second for the prophets, 

 who said that Christ would come 

 with good news for many 

 and angry words for some. 

 Chorus 

 

3            The third is for the Baptist, 

         who cried, ‘Prepare the way. 

Be ready for Jesus, 

  both this and every day.’ 

Chorus 
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St. Luke 3:7-18 

 

Anthem 
 

Sermon 
 

Musical Interlude  

 

Prayer of Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever. Amen. 

  

Hymn 277 Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes, 

 
1 Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes, 

 the Saviour promised long; 

 let every heart exult with joy, 

 and every voice with song! 

 

2 He comes the prisoners to relieve, 

 in Satan's bondage held; 

 the gates of brass before him burst, 

 the iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken hearts to bind, 

 the bleeding souls to cure; 

 and with the treasures of his grace 

 to enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 The sacred year has now revolved, 

 accepted of the Lord, 

 when heaven's high promise is fulfilled, 

 and Israel is restored. 

 

5 Our glad hosannas, prince of peace, 

 thy welcome shall proclaim, 

 and heaven's eternal arches ring 

 with thy most honoured name. 
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Benediction 

 

Choral Amen (3-fold.) 
 

 

 


